
 
 
WYC BOAT PARKING, EQUIPMENT, KAYAK AND WINDSURF BOARD STORAGE POLICY 
 
The aim of the club is to provide boat parking and equipment storage facilities to all members who 
require. This document is the club’s allocation and storage policy, any queries should be referred to 
your fleet captain, or in the absence of a fleet captain to the beach master or Rear Commodore 
Sailing whose decision will be final. The club reserves the right to move any boat or equipment it 
deems necessary.  
 
Security: WYC provides various storage facilities for sailing, kayak and windsurfing equipment. 
However, all members are responsible for ensuring that their own equipment is labelled and secured 
appropriately. Door access codes to changing rooms and secure storage areas (including the West 
Quay secure area gates) must not be shared with non-members. Members who decide to secure 
their trolley, trailer or equipment by key or coded locks must provide a spare key or lock code to the 
Office. 
 
Boat Parking: To obtain a parking space enter your requirement on your annual renewal, or new 
membership application. Boat space allocations will be made prior to the commencement of the 
new season by fleet captains who have been allocated specific beach and quay areas. Priority will be 
given to regular sailors. New members and boat/trailer changes will be accommodated as they arise.  
 
Your boat must be identifiable by the class and sail number recorded on your membership 
renewal/application form - no allocation will be made without this information. The numbered 
sticker confirming the owner’s membership must be clearly displayed on the transom, no other 
location is acceptable. The boat must be parked in the allocated position as defined by the parking 
plan and agreed with your fleet captain. Changes to any allocation must be agreed with your fleet 
captain and the beach master. Any kit, trolley and trailer that is not displaying the appropriate 
identification may be removed.  
 
It is the responsibility of the owner to ensure the boat (and trailer where appropriate) are safely and 
appropriately secured/tied down so that they do not become a hazard to others. Boats must be 
stored on a serviceable trolley (and/or trailer if relevant) such that they can be moved in accordance 
with the conditions in this policy. All boats and equipment should be kept in a reasonable state of 
repair. Owners may be asked to remove their equipment if it is not well maintained or if the 
condition of the boat and/or its associated equipment and cover deteriorate to a state where it 
could present a poor impression of the club. The storage of spare or old parts is not permitted on 
the beach, even if placed under the boat, and may be removed for disposal without notice. Remove 
any unwanted items or waste so they don’t pose danger to others and to the wildlife. Fittings must 
not be fixed on to the beach groynes. 
 
When requested, members must move their boats from their allocated rows and/or parking spaces 
for open meetings and other events. Failure to comply with such a request will result in boats being 
moved under club authority, owners will still be responsible for ensuring their boats are safely 
secured. Owners are responsible for ensuring their boats are returned to their allocated space as 
appropriate, however under some circumstances the organising class will arrange to return boats 
with the appropriate fleet captains.  
 



The club accepts no liability for loss or damage to boats, trolleys, road trailers or other equipment. 
Members are reminded of their obligation under the club rules to hold £3,000,000 public liability 
insurance cover and advised to ensure that suitable insurance provision is also made for physical 
damage to their boats whilst on club property.  
 
Late payment: Where payment has not been made or where ownership cannot be identified, boats 
and equipment may be moved to an alternative location, and proceedings will be started following 
the RYA recommended equipment disposal process, commencing with the identification and 
publication of unpaid kit directly after the published date of the new season working party.  
 
Trailers: Boats may be parked on top of their road trailers providing that the combination does not 
take up significantly more space than the boat parked without the road trailer. There are limited 
spaces for road trailers parked independently from boats, and for these the numbered sticker 
confirming the owner’s membership must be clearly displayed. The trailer must be parked in the 
allocated location as agreed with the fleet captain. Trailers that cannot be identified may be 
removed.  
 
Lockers and sail racks: Individual lockers and racks will be numbered and allocated by the Office. Sail 
bags and loose items such as rudders must be identifiable with your name clearly visible. Where 
payment has not been made, or where ownership cannot be identified, equipment may be moved 
from the racks to an alternative location and eventually may be disposed of. The Club accepts no 
responsibility for equipment left on its premises.  
 
Windsurf Board Racks: The windsurfer fleet captain will allocate board storage racks, giving priority 
to regular sailors. Members should ensure that their board sticker and name appear on their 
allocated rack. Other equipment, such as masts, booms and sails should be stored on the rack, hung 
vertically on the nails provided, or stored vertically against the wall so long as there is space. If a 
board’s fin is long and impeding a board on the rack below, or causing a potential safety issue to 
others, it should be temporarily removed. Where a storage fee remains unpaid after the beginning 
of the sailing season, or where ownership cannot be identified, boards or other associated 
equipment will be removed and may be disposed of.  
 
Masts must be taken down at the end of the winter series and may not be kept in the roof space of 
the Rigdon shed. Please ensure that lowered masts and rigging don’t pose a danger to other users of 
the beach. 
 
Rigden Shed: The door to the upstairs of the Rigden Shed MUST be kept locked. Members are asked 
to respect other members’ right to security for their equipment.  
 
Kayak Storage: Racks are available in the forecourt and beside the Rigden shed for kayaks. Space will 
be prioritised for prompt payers. Longer kayaks should be stored on the lower two racks, and short 
kayaks on the top two racks. Members should ensure that their kayak sticker and name appear on 
their kayak, and their kayak is secured by key or coded locks without preventing access by others to 
the equipment on the racks. A spare key or lock code must be given to the Office. Where a storage 
fee remains unpaid after the beginning of the sailing season, or where ownership cannot be 
identified, kayaks will be removed and may be disposed of. Kayaks should not be stored in the boat 
parking area unless they are clearly labelled and attached to the owner’s boat, taking up no more 
room than the paid for boat should take (between the hulls of a catamaran for example).  
 
Boat Arrival information: When making your way to the club do not use the club postcode in your 
SatNav as it will take you down a very narrow street with no access to the club and limited room to 



turn. Instead use the postcode for Whitstable Harbour CT5 1AB and turn into the Harbour Car Park. 
Continue through the car park passing the Lifeboat station on your left and the black fishermen’s 
huts on your right. Just past the Lifeboat station on your left there is a blue beach barrier which will 
be unlocked after prior arrangement with the Office or the beach master.  
 
Boats should be hitched or unhitched by the blue beach barrier and walked across the beach from or 
to your allocated parking respecting any ongoing racing or training activities.  It is important not to 
leave your vehicle parked here for any length of time as it is a very busy area, so once the boat is 
hitched or unhitched you should move your vehicle. Do not leave your boat or trailer in the rigging 
area or in the safety boat path at any time. Do NOT obstruct the launching and recovering path of 
the Lifeboat or any other areas of the Lifeboat Station or emergency services at any time.  
 
Change of Circumstances: During the year, if changes in your personal or your boat’s circumstances 
occur, please advise the Office immediately. 
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